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The rural free delivery of mail is
growing sd rapidly that one hesitates
to name any figures tending to show
the number of people served. As long
ago as November, 1902, nearly twelve
thousand routes had been establizhed;
the carriers. engaged traveled 2.8.900
miles of country roads and served
about seven millions of the strictly
rural population with their caily mail,
it is likely that the number is much
nearer ten millions today.

. Due credit must be given the re-
publican administration for developing
this gigantic system of rural frea de-
hivery. L. ar hi ' .3
been lavish money-spenders—but LLis
is the first instance where public rev-
enues have been expended undcr re-
publican direction in the intereat of
ALL the people, instead of for a fav-
ored few—because it is just as dasir-
able for the urbanite to be able to
reach his rural brother by quick mzil
gervice, as it is for the rurai citi-
zen to be reached,

The greatest credit for any bless-
ing to mankind is always accorded
him in whose mind the thing origzia-
ated. Nobody today thinks of giving
credit to present day makers of steam
engines for-the application of steam
power to manufacturing and transpor-
tafion, but the public mind Ainstine-
tively turns to Watts, Robert Fulton
and a few others. The blessing of
rural free delivery is due to the “ener-
gy and well directed efforts” oi Hon.
Thomas E. Watson of (eorgia, the
people’s party candidate for president.
tle it was who, seeing f{ree delivery
of mail in the larger cities a grand
success, and seeing Poslinaster (Gener-
al Wanamaker's experiments with free
delivery in smaller cities apd towns
(under the misleading nameé ef “ru-
ral” delivery), concelved the idea that

_if the United States could expend the
" public revenues im delivering mail to

the urban population, “equa! rights
to all, special privileges to none,” ab-
solutely demanded that the rural pop-
ulation should have similar service.
Mr, Watson was too far-sighted a
statesman to attempt the establish-
ment of rural free delivery at one fell
swoop.  He kngw the forces he had to
‘deal with. He knew how difficult it
would be to sscure an appropriation
to be expended In behalf of any but
the beneficiaries of special privileges
in control of the government. o his
first demand was so modest—only a
paltry 310,200, a mere bagatelie to the
gpenders of billions of tne peopie’s
money—that, with persistent watching
and hard fighting, he finally secured

., what he asked, I

Jdvor something like four years ths
posial Owthorities refused to ecxpend
the Waltson appropriation; bul finally
a start was made in a small way, one

of the first routes being out of Ilyatts- |

ville, Md. So rapidly did the system
spring into public favor that the re-
publican administration was compelled
to develop it, even in face of the
knowledge that the mocializing eflects
free delivery must linally
accomplish the overthrow of that
party. For the farmer has been and
still is the mainstay of the republican
party; but after his intense individ-
ualism is worn away by the use of
rural telephones, rural free delivery ol
mails, good roads and the like, he will
be better equipped for co-operative
action and this will ultimately take
him away from the g o p Co-oper-
ation among farmers has been difficult
ol accomplishment heretofore, be-
cavse co-operation can not live with-
o't ready communieation. And the
rapld growth of farmels’ co-operative

shipping associations can in  large
moasrs be traced directly to that
then vnnoticed appropriation of ten

thondind dollars secured by Mr. Wat-
sun

Wherever a blessing to mankind has
been Introdueed, it = pot long befure
protenders spring up on every hand
clatming the credit for its diecovery
or Introduction. Credit for the bloss-
ing of rural free delivery s due di-
rectly o Thomas B, Watson., As the
SMissonrt World trothfully remarks:
“Kvery one of the tena of thousauds
of rural mail boxes Is 4 stump speech
in favor of Tom Watson for presis
dent.” And on election day there will
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be tens of thousands of farmers who

| will remember the stump speech made

by his mall box.

For the benefit of those who may
be mystified by the claims and coun-
ter-claims of various individuais, The
Independent haz taken the trouble to
make a thorough investigatioi: of the
(Yongressional Record. Last ycar hoth
senators from Q(eorgia (Clay and. Ba-
con) made the claim in behalt of Mr.
Watson and the state of Georgia for
originating the idea of rea! rurai free
delivery—and it was not controverted
by any senator present. The fallow-
ceiy  Quuiations Ti. 4N
be verified by any ...son wao will
take. the trouble to dr so:

Mr, Clay: Mr. President: [ desire
to say to the senator in charge cf this
bill that 1 wish to submit some re-
marks and that I shall not tdke more
than ten or fifteen minutes of the
time of the senate,

The Presgiding Officer: Does the
senator from [llinois yield to the scn-
ator from Georgia?

Mr. Mason: [ yield to the senator
for his remarks, but the senator from
Maryland (Mr., McComas), has asked
the privilege of offering an amend-
ment, and [ want the senator fro:n
Maryland to understand that afler tie
senator from Georgia has finislied. he
may offer it.

Mr. Clay: Mr. President, an cxami-
nation of the Congressional Record of
Kebruary 17, 1893, shows that the post-
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in the house of representatives, and
when an item of free delivery service,
including existing experimental free
delivery offices, of $11,254,343 was
reached, Hon. T. E. Walson, who was
then a member of the house: of rep-
 resentatives: from Gedrgia, intreduced
the following amendment:
Vor {ree deltvery service; inciud-
ing existing experimental free deliv-.

$10,000 shail be applied, undger the

direction of the postmaster general,

to experimental free dellvery in ru-
ral communities other than towns
and villages. '

Further examination of the Congres-
sional Record shows the foliowing col-
logny to have taken place bceiwesn
members:

Mr. Holman: [ resesrve a noint of
order on that amenimant,

Mr. a(ats-tm: . This reduces the
expediture provided for in ihe biil.

Mr. Headercon of North Caro-
lina: 1 desire to reserve a point of
order.

The Chairman:
has already been reserved.

Mr. Watson: Mr. Chairman, the
-paragraph under consideration pro-
vides for the expenditure of $11,.254,-
943 for free delivery service, My
amendment reduces (he amount of
that expenditure and simply directs
that the postmaster general shall
apply $10,000 of the appropriation
to experimental free delivery in
rural communities,

Mr. f.oud. That is already pro-
vided for; the gentleman will ac-
complish nothing by his amendment.

Mr. Watson: [t is not previded

A point of order

for in rural districts other Lhan
towns.-aad villages, There is no ex-
perimental service In rural com-
munities other than towns aukd vil-
lages -

Mr Buchanan of New Jersey: You
mean “‘truly ruaral”

Mr. Wataon: Yea, gir: the real
country

Mr., Holman: I think thore Ia

some misappréehension a8 to the law
on this subject. 1 would like o ask
the gentleman from North Carolina
in charge of this bill what the axiat-
ing law ix?

Mr. Henderson of North Carolina:
There |8 no law on the subject pro-
viding [or rural free dellvery or ox-
periments in that direction, ‘I here
is an law which providea for ex-
periments in amall towns and vil-
Ingen, and forty-elight of these now
have free delivery. That condition is
preserved In this Wi, bat no pro-
vislon i» made for rurel free deliv-
ery

Mr. Watson: Tha proscnt law
provides (or an exporimonial deliv-

ofiice appropriation bill was pending,

ery offices, $11,254,543, of which sum’

ery in rural communities; but as I
understand it—and the chairman of
the committee, the geatleman from

North Carolina (Mr. Henderson),

makes the same statement to the

hotse—the law hps bezn comsirued
to mean cities. towns, aad viilages,
and there are now i1 Operalion ex-
perimentad free deiiverics in certain
"“towns and villages,

The law exprzssly provides for

iral communities, and it gcems to
me where the gzeneral laws Mmake
such provigion there ig no hardship
in taking a smal!l amount from the
appropriation. only $10,000, and ap-
propriating it for experimental free
delivery in abscletely raral commu-
nities: that is to say, 1n the country
pure and simple, amoagst the farm-
ers, in those nelghborhocds  where,

‘they do not get their mail more than,

once in every two weeks, ahd where.

thege deserving people have settled
in communities one hundred years

vld and- do pot recelve g newspaper

that it not two weeks behiud the

times, ’

The amendment wes adopted by a.
vote of 79 veas to 4] nays. Mr. Wat-
son introduced his amendment to ex-
periment in the free rural delivery
gervice, carrying $10,000 for tR13 pur-:
post. less than ten years ago. which,
from the best information 1 have been
able to obtain, carried the frsi ap-
propriation ever madz by eorgiess for
rural free delivery.

Mr. Wanamaker had tried what he
called free delivery in towns and vil-
lages, bat the experiment had not’
been made for free delivery ol ¢oun-
try mails, Who would haye lhought
that the geod werk begun by Lhis dis-
tinguished Gegrgian ten years 870
weilld have grown to such magnitude,
in so short a period of time? “When
this, amendment was introduced Lhe
publ‘to mind had not grasped the Im-
portance of this subject; and few com-
prehended the great good that would,
flow from this humble heginning in so:
short a period,

In 1807 the appropriation grew to
$40,000, and enly forty-foar routes
were in operation, In 1898 the aporo-
priation was inereased to $50,600, and
148 routes were established. Ip 1899
the appropriation was inereased Lo
$150.000, and the routes had grown to
391, In 1900 $450,000 was  appro-
priated for this purpose, and the num-
Ler of routes inereased to 1,2i6. In
1901 51,750,000 was approvriated, and
the routes had increased to 4,501, And
in 1902, $2,995.740 was appropriated for
the same purpose, and the routes laid
off and put in operation had increased
to 8,476,

On November 1. 11,630 routes had
been established, and the carriers en-
gaged in taking the mails to the far-
mers traveled 276,000 miles of country
roads to serve about 7,000,000 ot the
strictly rural population of the United
sStates. The area coversd by these
routes Is fully 300,000 square miles,
The popufar demand for the further
extension ol this service has been so0
greal as to force congress o appro-
priate §12.000.000 during the present
seszion Lo further extend this service.
There is no reaSon to expect a de-
crease in this popular demand for ru-
tal free delivery until all avallable
sections of the country have been
covered by the service.

Wherever this service has been es-
tabilshed there has been & sturdy and
wcalthy inerease in tee gross recelpts
of the postoMices in the locakity in
which free delivery has ben put in
operation, and there has also been
large increase in the revenues, and
in all probability when the system |8
thoroughly established® the incrensed
receipts will more than mest Lhe in-
creesed axpenditures

Tha popular demand and the mar-
veloua growth of thin great work dem-
onsirate that the furmers are bhone-
nsd by the service, On July 1, 1901,
4301 Irep delivery roures were In o

eration, and during the year 4.165
rou'es were entablished, an average
of M7 & moaih The service practie
cally doubled In twelve months, On
Jauly 1, 1801, 10,243 petitions had been
filsdd with the postofice department

Democratic Senators of Georgia

Claim Authorship for

THOMAS E. WATSON.

During the year 1902, 12,403 additional -
petitions were filed. '

Thus it will be seen that the nume
ber of petitions received during this
last ‘year exceeded by over 2,000 the

the highest evidence of (he increasing
ponularity of rural free delivery and
shows a -universal desire "Ir
people for the compietion of the seryv- .
fce throughout the country. The re-
port of the postmaster general shows

tor the service has far exceeded the

i*, and that since July 1, 1802, about
2,400 petitions have been recelyed—
about 600 per month, The demands
are growing every day for the com-
pletion of the service. i o
The postmaster general informs us

that the requests for tlils serviee are
usually accompanied by the expressed
expectation of the petitioners that
the routes will Le established at dnce,
Nothing shert of Immediate action
by the department satiafies them. They
know their neighbors are enjoying the
service, and ‘can nol understand why
it is not extended to them at ce, "
He further teils us In his report th
every part of the country is clamurous
for thig service; and from those se¢-
tions where the "least interest was
fdtmerly manifested, and the people, -
from a lack of proper understanding
of the matter, seemed loath to accept
the benefits of free roral delivery, and
were even antagonistic to it, the de-

i

mands for the service and importunity
for prompt action are now perhapsthe =

greatest. : s
- Well has the postmaster general.
said that free rural delivery is no

longer ip the experimental stage, but

has become an established fact. Kx-
periments thus yar made hgve beeg
most satisfactory, and {ts adoplion as
a permanent feature of postal admin-
istration is adsured. Keports show
conclusively that the value of isoldted
farms have been enhanced because of
the service. Farmers have heen
brought in close touch with the mar-
kets by receiving their mails daily.

The social and educational benefits
conferred by the mail being brought
daily to the farmer's home are incal-
culable. The city and the country are
brought into close connection and the
farmer is somewhat relleved from the
monotony of rural life and given an
equal opportunity to keep abreast with
his neighbor in the city.

It has been estimated that the ter-
ritory of the United States available
for rural free delivery embraces about
4 million square miles, or about one-

Alaska. The routes now in operation
cover a littie more than 300,000 square
miles, sp that almost one-third of
the available territory has alrcady
been provided with the service. With-
in the next three years Lhe service can
be completed, and there should be
no halt in this work, for the people
are demanding It with earnestness,
and the sooner the service I8 com-
pleted the wore quickly will tueé ef-
fect of its influence be felt 'upon the
postal revenue, .

Should the extension of the ico
hereafter be made at the rate of 12.-
800 routes per year until it becbmes
uniyersal, within the next three Sears
the work will be completed. Then
nearly 20000000 farmers who hereto-
fore have been given little opportunity
to enjoy the benefits of dally mail fa-
cilities will receive their malls Oally
and country life will be relieved of
isolation, and the farmer will be put
upon an equal footing with his cily
netghbor

The farmer will recelve more di-
rect benefit from the $24,000 000 an-
nually appropriated to carry on the
iystom after completed than he has
recalved herolofore from the vast sums
appropriated aunually to delruy the
oxpenses of the government. Jountry
ife will become more sttractive, Lhe
farmers will Keep in dally touch with
the evenis of Importance transpiring,
datly newspapers will fAnd thelr way
o the country homes, all classes
will be brought into close touch with
each other, the farmer will be quiek to
avall himaell of every oppertunily 40

asking tor froe rural lln{wpr’r roules

improve his condition, o take advan-
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